
MEET OUR SPEAKERS

Alvina serves as the Executive Director of the
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA) and
Institute for Asian Pacific American Leadership &
Advancement (IAPALA).   Originally from Colorado,
Alvina comes from a Chinese family who fled from
the war in Vietnam. Alvina is a lifelong community
organizer with experience in political, electoral,
and issue-based campaigns. 

Alvina Yeh (she/her/hers)

She is deeply passionate about building a movement where everyone has a fair

shot in a thriving society. She has previously served as the Director of State

Capacity Building with State Voices, working with state-based coalitions on

program management, strategic planning, and organizational development. Her

prior experiences include work on several campaigns at the congressional and

presidential level and serving as Program Director at Asian Pacific Islander

American Vote (APIAVote). 

 

Alvina currently serves as the Co-Chair of the National Council of Asian

Pacific Americans (NCAPA) and on the board of the National Korean American

Service & Education Consortium (NAKASEC) Action Fund.   Alvina lives in

Washington, D.C. with her partner, Jeff, and child, Mazie. In her free time,

you can find her risking friendships over a competitive board game, crafting,

trying new food, or just trying to take a nap. 
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U.S. Congresswoman Grace Meng is serving
her  fourth term in the United States House of
Representatives. Grace represents the Sixth
Congressional District of New York encompassing
the New York City borough of Queens, including
west, central and northeast Queens. Grace is the
first and only Asian American Member of Congress
from New York State and the first
female  Congressmember  from Queens since former
Vice Presidential nominee Geraldine Ferraro. 

Representative  Grace Meng

Grace is a member of the House Appropriations Committee and its

Subcommittees on State and Foreign Operations, Homeland Security, and

Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies. The Appropriations

Committee is responsible for funding every federal agency, program,

and project within the United States government. She also serves on

the House Ethics Committee.      Grace has passed several pieces of

legislation in law. These include laws about religious freedom, making

Queens historic sites part of the National Park Service, striking

“Oriental” from federal law and protecting public housing residents

from insufficient heat. Also signed into law were her measures to

assist veterans and members of the military, and provisions to improve

consumer protections and safeguards for children. 

 

In addition, Grace has fought to expand opportunities for communities

of color, young people and women, and she secured resources to help

local small-businesses.  Born in Elmhurst, Queens, and raised in the

Bayside and Flushing sections of the borough, Grace attended local

schools, and graduated from Stuyvesant High School and the University

of Michigan. She then earned a law degree from Yeshiva University’s

Benjamin Cardozo School of Law.  Prior to serving in Congress, Grace

was a member of the New York State Assembly.  Before entering public

service, she worked as a public-interest lawyer.  Grace resides in

Queens with her husband, Wayne, and two sons, Tyler and Brandon.
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Sung Yeon is a first-generation immigrant
working mom who is passionate about building
power to create change so her daughter can live
in a more just world than the one she inherited.
She initially came to NAPAWF as its National
Field Director with a vision to build
infrastructure for building a robust base of
community leaders who are most affected by the
policy issues that NAPAWF works on, namely
immigrant rights, economic justice, and
reproductive right and health, using the
reproductive justice framework. 

Sung Yeon Choimorrow

Sung Yeon has continued to lead NAPAWF with the vision of building

power with Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) women and girls

as she took on the role of Executive Director at NAPAWF. Sung Yeon

deeply believes that policies should be made by the people for the

people and when people are equipped with tools to build power and

create change, we will get the job done. Before working at NAPAWF,

Sung Yeon was the Director of Organizing at Interfaith Worker Justice

(IWJ). Prior to IWJ, Sung Yeon was a Community Organizer at Asian

American Institute. Sung Yeon was born in South Korea and spent her

childhood in Singapore and India. Sung Yeon came to the U.S. at the

age of 18 to study Political Science and Urban Studies at Wheaton

College and earned an M.Div from McCormick Theological Seminary. She

is an Ordained Minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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As Program Manager of the Asian Pacific American
Labor Alliance and Institute for Asian Pacific
American Leadership & Advancement, Kristina
(she/her/hers) oversees the development,
planning, and execution of APALA’s campaigns and
programs. She works to foster the growth,
sustainability, engagement, and effectiveness of
APALA’s network of chapters and pre-chapters
across the country. 

Kristina Romines

Prior to joining APALA, Kristina coordinated the field operations of

several national women’s organizations and, utilizing an

intersectional framework, campaigned on a wide range of progressive

issues. Originally from Hawaii, Kristina is hapa Filipina. She grew up

on a number of military bases and began her political career

organizing in Virginia. It is this background that has shaped her

passion for community, with particular interest in multi-racial/ethnic

identity and organizing southern and rural communities. When she is

not campaigning to advance worker, immigrant and civil rights, she can

be found walking her hound dog named Hermione or coaching a middle

school girls’ basketball team.


