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 Raymond Partolan (he/him/his) is the National Field Director at  APIAVote  , a 

 national, nonpartisan organization committed to working with partners to 

 increase civic participation among Asian and Pacific Islander Americans across 

 the country. For almost a decade, Raymond has been a fearless advocate for 

 immigrant and refugee communities. He was brought to the United States from 

 the Philippines at the age of one, and grew up in Macon, Georgia. Raymond has 

 spent his entire life living in the Deep South. At the age of ten, his family lost their 
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 immigration status and became undocumented. Thankfully, in 2012, Raymond 

 became a beneficiary of the Obama-era DACA program, which allowed him to 

 regain a semblance of normalcy in his life, allowing him to legally work and drive. 

 In 2013, he was a plaintiff in a lawsuit against the University System of Georgia, 

 challenging its decision to bar DACA recipients from receiving in-state tuition at 

 Georgia schools. He has lobbied for immigration reform at the local, state, and 

 federal levels of government, traveling the country to share his experience 

 struggling through America’s immigration system. Finally, after 26 years in the 

 United States, Raymond finally became a Lawful Permanent Resident in 

 November of 2020. 

 Most recently, he served as an Immigration Paralegal at  Kuck | Baxter 

 Immigration LLC  working primarily on complex family-based immigration cases, 

 removal defense, and federal litigation. One of the highlights of his role was 

 handling the high-profile case of  21 Savage  , a well-known rapper and musician. 

 Earlier in his career, Raymond spent several years as the Program Associate at 

 Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Atlanta  , a nonprofit law and advocacy 

 center for Asian Americans across the Southeast. There, he was a BIA Accredited 

 Representative and prepared family immigration petitions and applications for 

 the most underserved populations. He also managed the organization's 

 nonpartisan civic engagement programs. His work was instrumental in helping to 

 triple Asian American voter turnout in Georgia from 2012 to 2016. His team led 

 the charge to register over 11,000 new voters, engage with thousands of 

 historically underrepresented Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and defeat 

 anti-immigrant legislation at the Georgia State Capitol. 

 Raymond is well-known by immigrant-rights activists across the country. His 

 track record in using a community-based and intersectional approach to 

https://web.archive.org/web/20211225190940/http://immigration.net/
https://web.archive.org/web/20211225190940/http://immigration.net/
https://web.archive.org/web/20211225190940/https://news.abs-cbn.com/overseas/03/15/19/meet-the-pinoy-paralegal-handling-21-savage-deportation-case
https://web.archive.org/web/20211225190940/https://www.advancingjustice-atlanta.org/


 organizing and advocacy has established him as one of the strongest voices 

 among undocumented and formerly-undocumented young people. He is a 

 coalition-builder and played a key role in the establishment of the Georgia 

 Immigrant Alliance for Civic Empowerment. He has engaged with the  media  on 

 hundreds of occasions to bring the challenges faced by communities of color 

 into the public eye, with coverage in BuzzFeed News, Atlanta-Journal 

 Constitution, Atlanta Magazine, NBC News, Business Insider, Hyphen Magazine, 

 Rappler Magazine, the New York Times, NPR, and various ethnic and traditional 

 media outlets. 

 Raymond was named one of the  25 Most Influential Asian Americans in Georgia 

 in 2018 and 2019. An avid musician, he won three  Grammy Awards  in 2019 for 

 his work on the highly-acclaimed jazz album, American Dreamers: Voices of 

 Hope, Music of Freedom. He received a certificate from the Catholic Legal 

 Immigration Network, Inc. for his coursework on immigration law and graduated 

 summa cum laude from Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. Raymond is 

 trilingual in English, Spanish, and Tagalog. Raymond currently serves on the 

 Board of Advisors of  Freedom University  , the Board of Directors for the  Georgia 

 Conservation Voters Action Fund  , the Endorsements Committee of the  Asian 

 American Advocacy Fund  , the Steering Committee of the Georgia  Governor's 

 Honors Program  , and formerly served on the Board of Directors of the 

 Filipino-American Association of Greater Atlanta  and the Board of Directors of 

 New Leaders Council - Atlanta  . Raymond is a national trainer for  Re:Power 

 (formerly Wellstone Action), specializing in "Campaigns & Candidates," and also 

 serves as an independent consultant for nonprofit organizations, political 

 campaigns, and other entities. 
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