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first Iraq War. More recently his field reporting includes Paris and San
Bernadino attacks and Ferguson and Baltimore during heightened racial unrest.
 
Outside of work, Richard travels two or three times each month from New York
City to San Francisco to care for his father, an Alzheimer’s patient.   To
highlight the importance of family caregiving, Richard is an AARP Caregiving
Champion and an Alzheimer’s Association Celebrity Champion. He is also an
ambassador for the Elizabeth Dole Foundation’s Hidden Heroes campaign that
focuses on caregivers in military families.

Richard Lui is a journalist and news anchor for MSNBC.
Before in 2007 at CNN Worldwide, he became the first
Asian American male to anchor a daily, national cable
news show. Lui’s reporting has covered includes
terrorism and conflict in the Middle East and Asia, and
conflicts and terrorism, including  starting in the
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Prior to joining the Center, Ruiz was the executive director of the Center
for Law, Economics & Finance at George Washington University, and he has also
worked as a migration and economic development expert at the Brookings
Institution, the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank. 
 
He is a political economist with a doctorate from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, a master’s degree from Oxford University, and a bachelor’s
degree from the University of California, Berkeley. Ruiz regularly speaks
about U.S. immigration and international migration research with major print
and broadcast media.

Neil G. Ruiz is associate director of global migration
and demography at the Pew Research Center. He studies
the international movement of people across borders,
high-skilled immigration to the U.S. and around the
world, demographic analysis of Asian Americans, and
comparative legal immigration systems. 
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Alejandra has over two decades of professional experience in Washington,
D.C., having served in senior leadership in two presidential administrations.
Given her policy, legal and business expertise, she has worked in various
public, private and non-profit settings. In 2014, Alejandra was appointed by
the Obama Administration to serve as the national director of the Minority
Business Development Agency, becoming the first Hispanic American woman to
lead the agency. In that role, she helped secure financing and capital in
excess of $19 billion and created or retained over 33,000 jobs.
 
Alejandra holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the State University of New
York at Stony Brook in economics and political science; a Master of Arts
degree in public policy from the Lyndon Baines Johnson School of Public
Affairs, University of Texas at Austin; and a Juris Doctorate from American
University, Washington College of Law. Alejandra is an active member in
various civic and professional organizations, and currently serves on several
boards. She considers herself an example of the American dream and is proud
to have raised two amazing nieces she calls her daughters. A long-standing
and committed resident of the District of Columbia, Alejandra is a supporter
of the arts and an avid international traveler.

Alejandra Y. Castillo is the CEO of YWCA USA which
serves 2.3 million women and girls around the country
with a network of over 200 associations. YWCA plays a
dual role as both a social service provider and an
advocate for reform and justice.
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Angela Houghton is a Senior Research Advisor of
multicultural research at AARP where she provides
research consultation, data analysis and insights on
multicultural and diverse populations. The nature of
her work includes public opinion surveys to drive
AARP’s social mission; as well as strategic qualitative
and quantitative research to inform organizational
decision-making and evaluate community engagement
tactics.

Angela Houghton

She has led numerous local, state and national survey research projects in

African American and Black, Hispanic, Asian American and Pacific Islander,

and LGBT communities on a variety of topics including retirement and

financial security, fraud, caregiving and age-friendly communities.Before

coming to AARP in 2011, Angela spent over a decade with a multi-national

research services firm where she specialized in U.S. diversity markets and

large-scale global studies for many consumer categories including financial

services, personal care and over-the-counter products.Angela holds a

Bachelor of Arts degree in English literature from Louisiana State

University and a Master’s degree in international business from the

University of South Carolina.
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(Cambridge, 2015), and has written dozens of opeds and appeared in over 1,000
news stories. He was recently named to the Frederick Douglass 200 and is
currently finishing a book entitled Citizenship Reimagined (Cambridge, 2020).
He holds a BA in international relations from Brown University and a PhD in
politics from Princeton.
 
Ramakrishnan is also a Board Member of The California Endowment, Chair of the
California Commission on APIA Affairs, and Director of the Inland Empire
Census Complete Count Committee. Ramakrishnan directs the National Asian
American Survey and is founder of AAPIData.com, which publishes demographic
data and policy research on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

Karthick Ramakrishnan is professor of public policy and
political science at the University of California,
Riverside, and founding director of its Center for
Social Innovation. He has published many articles and 6
books, including most recently, Framing Immigrants
(Russell Sage, 2016) and The New Immigration Federalism 
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