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Who is in the survey

< participants
® 1,040 registered AAPI voters nationwide
e Using Amplify AAPI panel from NORC at the University of Chicago
® Survey offered in English, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese
® Survey conducted November 2025

2% Demographics

20% Chinese, 17% Filipino, 16% Indian, 10% Vietnamese, 9% Korean
58% born outside the US

More than 80% had a parent born outside the US

Only 40% speak English at home



Economy
The Lens for Everything



Most are not financially stable

Q2. Which ONE or TWO of the following statements best describes your current economic situation?

M stable Managing M struggling
BY INCOME
<$30k
$30-60k
$60-100k
$100k+
BY AGE
8 18-29
3044
45-59
Financially = Managing okay, Getting by, Noreal savings, Given upon Stuck ingig Working full- 60+
stable, able to save nothing emergency bigger dreams economy time,
able to plan a little left to save could like without can't afford
long-term or build bankrupt me  college/home benefits basic needs
1 1
"Struggling”
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Cost of living dominates priorities

Q48 Which ONE or TWO of the following issues matter most to you when deciding who to vote for?

M Cost of living
BY ETHNICITY

Chinese 58
Cost of living and economic security

(wages, jobs, daily expenses) Filipino 55

Indian 58

Viethamese 62

Preserving American ideals and val ues like
free speech,due process and democracy

Healthcare access and affordability Korean 72

Public safety and crime

BY AGE
Gunviolence prevention
18-29
Housing affordability
3044
Reproductive rights and

healthcare freedom 45-59

Immigration policy, enforcement

and deportation 60+

Climatechange
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Multiple factors cited for rise in costs, but tariffs #1

Q3-7. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about why everyday costs keep rising.

N S T

Tariffs on imported goods act as a taxon

consumers, making everything more expensive atifts 90 85 85 93 87
Govemment spendi ng and policies Govt spending 78 77 84 83 80
are driving up costs
Corporations are pricegouging and raising .

prices while posting record profits Corporations 73 81 84 80 86

Inflation is happening globally, and companies .
are just passing along their increased costs Inflation 80 63 78 75 84

It's acombination of factors .
and no single causeis toblame Combination 72 58 59 84 75

EStrongly Agree  mSomew hat Agree ' Neither ®Somewhat Disagree mStrongly Disagree
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Consensus that tariffs raise costs; few see job protections

QI3-17. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about tariffs on imported goods?

ETHNICITY INCOME AGE

. . n $30- | $60- | $100k
NI AR

Everything $ 91 89 84 92 84|76 89 84 90|86 87 87 87

Tariffs make everything more expensive—
electronics, clothing, household goods

Tariffs arejust another tax on working

> 3 Taxonfamilies 84 75 8] 83 82| 8 79 80 81|77 84 78 8l
families that we pay when we shop

Small businesses are being crushed by tariff

costswhile big corporations get exemptions Smallbusiness 76 76 69 79 63|83 76 64 7372 79 69 7

“ H
N [N

Tariffs help protect American jobs and

manufacturing, even if costs risetemporarily Protect jobs 20 17 27 21 24|26 20 21 21|14 15 26 28

Tariffs are necessary to compete with
countries like China

N
N
W
W

Compete 20 19 32 26 32| 3 25 29 21|13 23 28 128

mStrongly Agree  mSomew hat Agree = Neither mSomewhat Disagree mStrongly Disagree
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Majority see ethnic business districts struggling from tariffs

QI8. Thinking about ethnic business districts (e.g., Koreatown, Little India, Chinatown), which ONE or TWO of the following statements best reflects what you've
observed?

ETHNICITY INCOME

Restaurants and small businesses are struggling 54 Struggling 59 51 45 58 6459 65 49 5256 S 55 55
due to tariffsand rising costs
Family businesses that served communities 47 Shuttingdown 48 41 43 42 40| 46 56 36 48| 39 50 43 5l
forgenerations are shutting down
Import businesses that connect families .
to their heritage are closing due to cost Importsclosing 18~ 32 3] 4 17120 28 20 1920 20 23 20
These neighborhoods remain
vibrant and successful Vibrant 5 4 3 6 6 5 6 2 5 (0] 5 6 5
I haven't noticed significant changes 21
nthese communities Nochanges 22 17 29 24 18 |12 10 27 24|28 18 24 17
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Health Care

Family crisis, not policy abstraction



Only half say they have insurance that covers their needs ||

Q8. Thinking about your experiences with health insurance and healthcare costs, which of the following have you personally experienced? Please select all that apply.

M Insurance is Adequate

My insurance adequately covers
my healthcare needs

BY AGE

One medical emergency could wipe 18-29

out everything I've saved
3044

I've skipped or delayed necessary doctor

L - 4559
visits or medical care due to cost

60+

| pay insurance premiums but still can't
afford care due to high deductibles

BY INCOME
Medical bills have put me

in debt or financial crisis 9 <$30k
I've rationed medication, skipped doses, 7 $30-60k
or delayedfilling prescriptions due to cost
$60-100k
N/A, ldon't have health insurance 3 $100k+
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Strong agreement that corporations profit, that the system is

broken, and that bureaucracy drives costs

Q9-12. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about healthcare costs?

[ T T e el e ealales o
Insurance /
Insurance companies and drug co mpanies are making drugeco’s 84 8] 92 87 90|79 92 82 87|89 8c 88 82
billions while families go bankrupt from medical bills profit

The system isbroken but there's
no simple solution

Broken 77 55 74 77 73|60 74 70 72|59 74 70 70

system

Healthcare costs are high because of
government regulation and bureaucracy

Govt
regulation

61 55 67 54 62|71 60 58 62|56 62 65 63

Healthcare costs are reasonable given
the quality of careavailable

CostsOK 9 7 10 24 13|17 M 8 919 8 14 9

mStrongly Agree  mSomew hat Agree = Neither mSomewhat Disagree mStrongly Disagree
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Top belief is Medicaid cuts will hurt elderly, children, and

people with disabilities

Q49. Which ONE or TWO of the following statements best reflects your opinion about the proposed changes to healthcare and Medicaid?

Lo Lo [ [ Lo [0 5] 220 500 s ol e o |
These cuts will affect bng-term healthcare for elderly Eldervand 29 42 39 45 3438 31 28 45|40 37 41 37
parents, children's healthcare, and people with 38
disabilities
. . Cutti
‘Cutting waste and fraud' really means cutting 34 coversge 36 31 35 35 35|31 35 30 36|43 40 28 28

healthcare coverage for millions of fa milies

They're taking healthcare away from working families Taking

while insurance companies make bigger profits 30 healthcare 27 33 31 23 30130 39 33 25|24 38 27 26
Medicaid cuts are being used to pay
fortax cuts for the wealthy 24 s for 2426 23 20 26|20 23 26 25|20 26 26 23
Healthcare reforms are needed to give 23
people more choice and freedom gl 28 15 21 35 31|15 24 22 25| 5 16 31 33
Cutting Medicaid waste and fraud 22

is necessary to control costs Control

Conu 29 17 25 19 25|14 14 27 24| 15 25 32
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Context: the growing senior and immigrant healthcare crisis I'

o More than 1 million lawfully present immigrants will lose access to affordable health
coverage beginning this year because of last year's law

o Refugees, asylees, trafficking survivors will be removed from Medicare in January if
they don't meet the new citizenship and green card requirements

o Thelaw increases barriers to accessing Medicaid for long-term care, rescinds
staffing protections for nursing home residents, and cuts immigrants' access to
Medicaid, Medicare, and Marketplace coverage

o AAPI communities disproportionately include naturalized citizens, refugees, and
asylees who built careers paying payroll taxes, and are now at risk of losing the
Medicare benefits they earned



Safety

Specific concerns, not ambient panic



Gun violence is top safety concern; hate crimes and fentanyl

also rank high

QI9-25. Please rank the following safety concerns based on how much they personally worry you (1= worries most, 7 = worries least).
RANK 1+2 BY SUBGROUP

ETHNICITY INCOME

[ o[ [ve] S| oo |* 2 152 [s0:4 59

Gunviolence and
massshootings

Gunviolence 64 71 57 76 75|68 63 71 67| 61 69 68 69

Fentanyl anddrug-related

e e Fentanyl 21 34 29 37 38(39 27 31 30|20 31 3 37

Hate crimes and
discrimination

Hate crimes 31 30 36 20 26 (22 33 29 31|42 32 31 18

Violent crime and attacks on
vulnerable people like seniors

Violentcrime 44 26 35 39 25| 37 41 25 3229 30 30 41

General sense ofdisorder
inneighborhoods

Disorder 4 18 19 10 m 9 5 14 16|19 13 14 14

Property crime and th eft
targeting businesses

Propertycrime 12 10 13 12 13 | 12 8 6 14 (18 12 13 n

Organized retail crime
andrepeat offenders

Retail crime 14 7 10 8 4 112 14 9 n 9 n 13 n

mRank1(Most) mRank2 ®Rank3 Rank 4 Rank5 ®Rank6 ®Rank7 (Least)
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Most say community feels safe overall, but also see gun

violence as too close to home

Q26-31. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about safety in your community?

ETHNICITY INCOME AGE

. . n $30- | $60- | $100k
NI AR

My community feels generally safe

for daily activities Safe overall 67 66 71 62 82|53 69 61 74|64 64 65 78

Gun violence has strucktoo closeto home

in mass shootings or daily crime Gunviolence 58 65 51 78 62|49 61 55 61 |5 58 59 59

Small businesses arerobbed repeatedly

. Robberies 58 49 55 53 49|57 61 49 55|38 57 57 60
with noconsequences

Children don't feel safe in their daily

Kids unsafe 36 5l 41 45 43 | 48 41 38 46 | 37 46 44 47
activities even at school

Seniors don't feel safe leaving home

I Seniorsunsafe 47 36 39 36 30 | 53 44 37 39| 31 42 41 46
dueto attacks and crime

You report crimes but nothing happens
and there's no response

Noresponse 46 33 38 45 43 | 47 42 42 41| 31 46 43 43

EStrongly Agree  mSomew hat Agree ' Neither ®Somewhat Disagree mStrongly Disagree
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AAPI voters want both accountability and prevention

Q32. When it comes to making your community safer, which ONE or TWO of the following statements best reflects your view?

ETHNICITY INCOME AGE

o T T v | [ 5 [ 520 [50% s aa el e

We need comprehensive solu tions: both accountability 47
for criminals and investment in prevention

Comprehensive 46 43 52 50 57 [ 40 43 48 50| 52 48 50 42

We need accountability for violent criminals
andrepeat offenders with real con equences

Accountability 45 31 45 51 41 | 35 39 47 40|30 34 44 52

We need to focuson addressing root cau s

like povertyand addiction that leadtocrime Root causes 34 35 35 40 35 45 48 30 36 47 42 36 29

Reducing gun violen ce through
common-sense gun laws

Gun laws 31 39 31 36 38|22 25 35 38 (28 31 34 38
Supporting community policing
that builds trust i
or e e Coni®™ 16 16 16 5 8|8 18 13 N[5 12 M 18

Addressing hate crimes and protecting
vulnerable communities

Hate crimes 15 18 6 7 1l 2 13 13 10 (1N T 1 n
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Context: fear of hate grounded in reality

o In 2024, most AAPI adults (53) reported experiencing a hate act

o That was even higher (74) for young adults 18 to 29

o According to the FBI, anti-Asian hate crime incidents in 2024 were nearly 3x pre-
pandemic levels

o After the 2024 election, anti-Asian slurs surged 66 online

o South Asians were the most targeted group, directly following Trump and
Musk's H-1B visa attacks



Immigration

Personal, not political



Nearly half say sending troops/ICE wastes tax dollars

Q33. Thinking about federal immigration enforcement operations, which ONE or TWO of the following statements best reflects your view?

N P A A e e
Sending National Guardtroops & |ICE agents to
immigrant 49 Wastesbillions 53 45 46 49 43 (53 51 47 49|54 53 4] 50
communities wastes billions of taxpayer $
These operations don't address the actualviolence .
& crime threatening our communities 39 Notrealcrime 42 37 36 50 39 | 43 34 32 42|46 37 41 35
Federaloverreachignores what states and Federal
local communities say theyactually need 29 overreach 3235 3 15 30126 25 32 30|34 26 30 30
Resources spent on immigration raids should ..
fund community policingand crime prevention 29 Fundpolicing 26 37 23 34 231235 37 23 3l 25 35 30 24
Strong immigration enforcement is Strong
necessary for public safety 22 et 22 18 31 18 29|17 26 24 2] il 17 28 28
These operations make
communities safer 13 Make safer 12 6 18 10 21 7 14 20 1 7 0 15 17
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Plurality say enforcement should focus on violent criminals,

not working families

Q34. Which ONE or TWO of the following statements best reflects your opinion about recent immigration enforcement?

ETHNICITY INCOME AGE

o T | o v e o 52 0[50 s ol s

Enforcementshould focus on violentcriminals,

not workers here legally or families 42 Focuscriminals 46 47 38 51 32|39 46 40 43|37 34 49 49

Mass workplace raids targeting legalworkers (like

300+ Koreanworkersin GA) feel 37 f;‘ji{ing 37 31 35 30 51|25 41 36 38|42 39 35 32

like racial targeting of Asian communities

We're wasting billions on immigration raids that

don't make us safer while real threats continue 32 mﬁit,i;g 37 28 32 39 28|28 32 30 34 (32 32 31 33
These operations create fearin communities 26
withoutactually improving safety Create fear 25 33 28 24 25|31 25 22 27|37 32 25 1o
The current method echoes ugly moments 9

inhistory like 'kung flu' and Japanese internment 1 Echoeshistory 20 20 16 14 17|28 19 17 17|15 22 18 17

Strong enforcementofimmigration laws
is necessary regardless of who is affected 15 Z:g:gement 4 10 20 8 1918 13 18 16110 11 17 20

Current enforcement operations are 12
appropriate and necessary Appropriate 11 4 20 10 15|8 9 17 M |e6 8 1 19
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Context: Koreans targeted in Georgia

o On September 4, 2025, ICE detained approximately 475 mostly Korean workers,

at the Hyundai-LG Energy battery plant in Ellabell, Georgia, the largest single-
site enforcement in agency history

o Nearly 200 of the detained workers are now suing ICE for alleged racial profiling,
human rights violations, and excessive use of force

22



AAPI voters do not buy admin’s line on immigration

Q35-39. To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about legal immigration pathways?

ETHNICITY INCOME AGE

. . n $30- | $60- | $100k
NI AR

We need secure borders but also accessible
legal pathways for people who contribute

Securetlegal 84 79 89 71 76|72 75 75 86|68 77 87 85

Trump is systematically closing doors to Asian
families: attacking birthright citizenship, revoking
visas

Trumpclosing 69 70 68 67 63|60 65 54 75|72 62 70 68

The message being sent is that America is
only for the white and wealthy

White/wealthy 73 68 63 69 63| 61 71 58 72|73 66 67 67

Limit

Immigrationshould be limited regardless i
Immigration

of legal pathways

Current immigration policies
are appropriate

Policies OK 3 15 28 17 12133 15 18 13|16 16 20 15

EStrongly Agree  mSomew hat Agree ' Neither ®Somewhat Disagree B Strongly Disagree
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Voting

What moves AAPI votes



More than one in four say voting is a choice

Q50. Which comes closer to your view about voting?

72 BY ETHNICITY Il Duty
Chinese
Filipino
Indian
Vietnamese

Korean

BY INCOME
<$30k
$30-60k

$60-100k

$100k+

Voting is Voting is a Not sure
a duty personal choice
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say voting is easy

Work schedules and feeling uninformed are top barriers; half M

Q51. What, if anything, makes it hard for you to vote? Please select all that apply.

M Easy to vote
BY ETHNICITY
Chinese 49
Filipino 58
None - | find it easy to vote Indian 56
Vietnamese 44

Work schedule Korean 39

| don't feel informed enough
about candidates or issues

BY INCOME

<$30k

Lack of early voting $30-60K
or mail-in ballot options

$60-100k

$100k+

Child or elder care responsibilities

L BY AGE
Transportationissues
18-29
3044
| don't know where or when to vote
45-59
60+

Need language assistance
that isn't available

26
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Trust and Information

Both are lacking



Little party loyalty on either side

Q52 Party ID.
M Democrat Independent M Republican

BY ETHNICITY

Chinese “
Filipino I
Indian “
Vietnamese
I
17 18 Korean 38
BY INCOME
<0k .
3060k I
560100k
S0k
BY AGE
18-29 ER
. . 3044
459
0" %]
Strong Not strong Lean Independent/ Lean Not strong Strong
Democrat Democrat Democrat None Republican Republican Republican
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Over half identify as moderates

Q53. Political ideology

gy etiniciry Il Liberal Moderate

55
Chinese
Filipino
Indian
Vietnamese
Korean

BY INCOME

<$30k
$30-60k
$60-100k
$100k+

BY AGE

3044
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45-59
60+
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Very Somewhat Moderate Somewhat Very
liberal liberal conservative conservative




Most AAPI voters did not hear from either party in 2024, even

worse for older AAPI voters

Thinking about the 2024 elections, have you been contacted by any of the following groups in the past year?

B Creat Deal Some WA Little

Republican Party .

Community Organizations 20

Democratic Party

n=2,479 AAPI Registered Voters | July 2024

PERCENT CONTACTED
Not At All / DK
S5 48 50 40 4
62 41 40 35 37
59 49 45 30 39

Vi

30




Context: Lack of relationship and contact with political M

parties

In July 2024, almost half of AAPI voters said they had no contact from
either Democratic or Republican parties or their candidates

In the 2022 cycle, most AAPI voters (56%) no contact from Democrats,
and even more (66%) had no contact from Republicans

o Both figures likely undercount the language-isolated AAPI
community’s lack of contact

31



Track record and daily-life issues are the top factors in

candidate support

Q40-47. Which of the following factors most influence your decision to support and vote for a political candidate? Please rank your top 3.
RANK 1+2 BY SUBGROUP

ETHNICITY INCOME

. . n $30- | $60.
NI

Track record of delivering real

results, POt JUSt promies Trackrecord 58 56 59 51 52|52 50 52 56|55 52 49 60

They address the issues affecting

my daily life: economy, healthcare, safety Addressissues 58 47 52 56 58 | 48 52 47 57|55 52 57 50

Personal character and integrity Character 23 29 27 27 28| 21 35 29 24|22 28 27 27

They stand up to corporations and special
interests that hurt working families

Stand up to
corporations

21 37 26 33 25 (36 30 23 30| 30 36 28 22
They understand and prioritize my

community's specific concerns My community 17 9 m 1312113 14 14 12|16 10 m 15

Experience and qualifications Experience 16 13 18 T 20|19 15 18 14| 1 14 19 18

Their party affiliation Party 3 3 8 6 3 7 2 10 6 7 4 5 7

They share my cultural

Cultural
background or identity 3 0 0 2 1 3 2 2 0 1 1 2 0

background

mRank1(Most) mRank2 mRank3
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Implications and Action



Key Takeaways: What AAPI Voters Are Telling Us

ECONOMY HEALTHCARE

Change notices are looming: October for Medicaid, Jan 2027

Tariffs are a tax: families are paying it first for Medicare

_ 87% agree tariffs make everything more expensive — no — 86% blame insurance companies. Villain is identified. Use it.
subgroup breaks this. — OBBBA (signed 7.25): refugees & asylees lose Medicaid 10.26

- 30 to 44 are the most financially stressed. Not just AAPI and lose Medicare127. ) .
communities, working families. — 1.4 million lawfully present immigrants will become

— Most (54%) see ethnic business districts (Chinatown, uninsured (KFF). Many are AAPI. o
Koreatown) visibly struggling. Community infrastructure, - School—.based hea.llt.h .c.I|n|cs lose Med|ca|d.re|mbursement
not just small business data. This is an economic story. when kids lose eligibility. Real face: the child, the school

nurse, the clinic.

IMMIGRATION SAFETY

They want a process. They don't support the current Gun violence dominates safety concerns, AAPI fear is
approach they are seeing. specific, not ambient
— Immigration ranked 8th. Raids are economic hardship: the - 2/3rank gun violence in top two concerns, highest by far.
business owner, the nurse, the supplier who didn’t show. — AAPI nuance: fear is driven by anti-Asian hate incidents,
— 81% want secure borders AND legal pathways. Not split, school shootings, and business district crime.
Nnuanced. — 68% say their neighborhood is generally safe. This is not a
- 2/3 say it sends the message that America is only for the panic story, it's a specific-threat story.
white and wealthy. 37% named GA raids as racial targeting. — Half (47%) name comprehensive solutions: accountability
— Get out in front of the fear frame — with specificity, not AND prevention as top pick. Neither-or doesn't work here.
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How You Say It Matters: A Messaging Guide for AAPI Civic
Engagement

X DON'T SAY/DO THIS v SAY OR DO THIS INSTEAD

“The letter your grandmother is going to get telling her the coverage
she’s had for 20 years is being cut.” Put the face on it before the

program name.

“Medicaid” or “Medicare” Y

Lead with a face, a moment, a real consequence. The auntie whose
benefits were cut right before her cancer treatment. The uncle
rationing his insulin. That's the story.

Lead with policy jargon: benefit cuts, eligibility changes,
ACA marketplace

community meeting, at the cultural festival — before anyone needed
to ask. Trust is built before the crisis.

55% had no meaningful contact from Democrats in 2024. 62% from
Republicans. Parties are not filling this gap. C3s and trusted

Rely on party (D or R) infrastructure to reach AAPI voters >
community messengers are the channel that works.

A 42-point partisan spread within a single census category.
Vietnamese voters, Korean voters, Hmong voters — same geography,

Treat AAPI as one community with one message L)
different campaigns needed. Ask before you assume.

I Be the organization that was already there — at the health fair, at the

I Show up only for voter registration deadlines and GOTV L)

. e Connect the dots: healthcare costs, rising rents, business closures,
Talk about civic engagement as a separate track from N safety fears — and the vote that affects all of it. Civic engagement is

community concerns not a program. It's the through-line.




