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Currently the Chairwoman of the National ACE Board of Directors, Dr. Eng's
focus is on utilizing the board members’ talents and strengths to provide
tangible and relevant resources to grow AAPI businesses and foster the next
generation of AAPI entrepreneurs and executives.
 
Dr. Eng makes time to enjoy the outdoors whether it’s playing a round of golf
or riding her Harley on the weekends.

Dr. Eng is celebrating her 25th year at CSMI, her
Chicago-based engineering consulting firm. She
leverages her professional success to promote other
women & girls especially in the STEM industries. Her
attention to building long term relationships has
supported her passion within the AAPI community
throughout the nation.

Dr. Karen Eng
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has served as the President and Chief Executive Office of The Asian & Pacific
Islander American Chamber of Commerce & Entrepreneurship (National ACE).
 
Chiling Tong was the Chief of Staff and Associate Director at the Minority
Business Development Agency. She helped minority enterprises and small
disadvantaged businesses obtain contracts and loans by identifying
opportunities. Tong previously served as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the
Department of Commerce. Tong was responsible for overseeing the treatment of
American campiness by Asia and Pacific countries.
 
Chiling is currently a member of the President’s Advisory Commission on Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders. In 2017, Tong received “advocate of the year
award” from the US Department of Commerce and recognized at the White House.
In 2015, Tong was on the Board of Directors of the Congressional Awards Board
for young leaders. Tong was the Founding President of International
Leadership Foundation (ILF). Over 18 years, Tong has built a strong
nationwide network of 15 chapters consisting of entrepreneurs and community
leaders, to support ILF’s mission.

Chiling Tong has intensive domestic and international
experience in economic and business development, with a
focus on researching and enhancing the growth of small
and minority business enterprises competing in the
global market. Tong’s career spans the private,
onprofit and public sectors. Appointed 2017, Chiling 

Chiling Tong
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Prior to the SBA, Scott ran his own consulting firm, practiced law at Oldham
& Deitering in Clayton, Ohio, and served as the vice mayor in Kettering,
Ohio, where he remains in service as a city councilman. He has worked in the
Ohio House of Representatives as a legislative aide and on several major
political campaigns in Ohio, including serving as the state director for
Donald J. Trump for President. Additionally, Scott wrote for the Dayton Daily
News, Dayton City Paper and was a syndicated columnist for Brown Newspapers,
Inc. 
 
Scott received a B.S. from Wright State University and an honors juris
doctorate degree from the University of Dayton School of Law. He is a member
of the Dayton Masonic Lodge, Ohio State Bar Association and Kettering Rotary
Club. Scott received a “Forty under 40” award from the American Association
of Political Consultants in 2016 and the Dayton Business Journal named him
one of the city’s notable “Forty under 40” professionals in 2015.

Robert Scott serves as the regional administrator for
Region V of the U.S. Small Business Administration,
overseeing the delivery of the agency’s financial
assistance, technical assistance and government
contracting activities throughout Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin.

Robert Scott
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For more than 30 years, Mr. Imada has represented some of the top companies
in the U.S., including Bank of the West, City of Hope, Lexus, McDonald's,
Netflix, Nielsen, Northwestern Mutual, Southern California Edison, Walmart,
Walt Disney, Warner Bros, Wells Fargo, and many others. Bill's areas of
expertise include multicultural communications, cross-cultural training,
crisis management, and corporate affairs.
 
As the co-founding member/director of National ACE, Mr. Imada and his team
have been instrumental in debuting National ACE's Small Business Website:
ACESmallBusiness.org. His extended team also launched a PSA (#WashTheHate)
focusing on the rise in acts of hatred, bigotry, and racism as a result of
the Novel COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Mr. Imada is very active in the Asian-American community and serves on
several non-profit boards. He believes strongly that for every dollar he
earns, two dollars should be returned back to the community.

Bill Imada is co-founder, chairman, and chief
connectivity officer of IW Group, a fully integrated
marketing, advertising, and public relations agency
that specializes in the growing multicultural markets.

Bill Imada
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At AARP, Daphne Kwok has focused on preparing family members to care for their

loved ones. Two documentaries have been produced to serve as a catalyst for

starting the caregiving conversations. A “Prepare to Care” booklet has been

adapted for the AAPI community and has been translated into Chinese as well.

For 11 years, she was the Executive Director of the Organization of Chinese

Americans (OCA), a national membership based civil rights organization, where

she addressed: hate crimes, campaign finance, immigration, Census 2000,

English-only, and affirmative action. She was the first elected Chair of the

National Council of Asian Pacific Americans, a network of national APA

organizations. She also served as Executive Director of the Asian Pacific

American Institute for Congressional Studies.

Daphne Kwok is the Vice President of Multicultural
Leadership for the Asian American & Pacific Islander
Audience Strategy at AARP. Her work empowers Asian
Americans & Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) to choose how
they live as they age. She brings to AARP her
experience as a “leader of leaders” through her
community service in promoting and empowering the
AAPI community.

Daphne Kwok
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John Wang is President of the Asian American Business
Development Center, Inc., which he founded in 1994 in
New York City. AABDC is a unique non-profit consulting
organization established to provide technical and
professional assistance to Asian American small
businesses and a leading trade development
organization which promotes business between the
United States and Asia.

John Wang

Since 2000, AABDC’s primary focus has been promoting U.S.-China trade through

organizing trade missions, seminars and workshops, networking events,

conferences and trade shows. He has the support of a broad network of U.S. and

Chinese government contacts and strategic alliances with an array of national

and local business organizations for his work in fosteringbetter understanding

and building conducive environments for doing businesses.

In 2008, Mr. Wang founded the New York in China Center with an office in

Beijing with specific aims of creating a New York presence in China to assist

New York businesses accessing the China market and to attract Chinese

investment to New York. Since then the New York in China Center has

established offices in Shanghai.



MEET OUR SPEAKERS

Yao Yaj comes to the Minnesota Hmong Chamber with
extensive experience in the public sector as well as
the nonprofit sector. She is currently an Account
Manager with the Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce
and has served in the same organization in the
capacities ofPublic Affairs Associate as well as
Public Affairs Specialist.

Yao Yaj

Yaj is a honoree of Finance & Commerce's 2020 Rising Young Professional. In

addition to this, her civic leadership includes past appointments to the

State of Minnesota’s Minnesota Grown Advisory and The Governor’s Committee

on Pollinator Protection. Prior to working at the Saint Paul Area Chamber

of Commerce, Yaj has been an organizer, manager, and food hub director for

Hmong American Farmers Association. Yaj has a Bachelor of Arts degree from

the College of Saint Benedict.
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Brad Baldia received his BA in English and Biology
from Bucknell University and a Masters in Public
Health from Temple University. He currently serves as
National Executive Director for the Federation of
Philippine American Chambers of Commerce. Brad works
extensively with Asian community organizations on a
local and national level, such as the Philadelphia
Mayor’s Commission on Asian American Affairs and the
National Association of Asian American Professionals.

Brad Baldia

Brad is Founding President of the Philadelphia Chapter, was elected in 2006 as

Executive Vice President of NAAAP National and served as National President &

CEO from 2008-2012. Brad served two terms on Pennsylvania Governor’s Advisory

Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs and was recently re-appointed to

his 2nd term on the Delaware Advisory Committee to the US Commission on Civil

Rights. He serves on various boards including PHL Diversity (Philadelphia

Convention & Visitors Bureau), Library of Congress Asian Division Friends

Society, Philadelphia Police Asian American Advisory Committee and the Asian

American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia.

Brad was one of the founders of the Philadelphia Asian American Film Festival

over ten years ago, which is the largest Asian American film festival on the

East Coast and the 3rd largest in the US after San Francisco and Los Angeles.Mr.

Baldia has received numerous awards for his efforts, including the "Unsung

Heroes Award" by Keystone Mercy Health Plan and "National Brotherhood/Sisterhood

Award" by the National Conference for Community and Justice. In 2002, he was

recognized as one of the "Top 30 Most Influential Asians in America Under the

Age of 30". In July, 2008, Mr. Baldia was named one of Philadelphia’s 101 Top

Connectors by LEADERSHIP Philadelphia. In June, 2012, he received the FAAPI 100

Centennial Award from the Filipino American Association of Philadelphia Inc. for

his work on the national level.
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Tianyi “Joe” Zhu is an international
entrepreneur and investor. He is a Partner in
the Nanjing Wande Group, and the Managing
Partner of Playground Capital, its North
American subsidiary. Wande is China's largest
parks and playground manufacturer with
distribution to over 80 countries and equipment
in over 300,000 playgrounds in China alone. Joe
oversees the North-American operations and is
responsible for oversight of international
investments, acquisitions, and joint venture
partnerships.

Tianyi "Joe" Zhu

He was recently recognized by the NAAPPPA (National Association of

Asian Pacific’s in Politics and Public Affairs) for the 2020 List of

the Top 40 Asian Pacific Americans Under 40 in Politics & Public

Affairs. He serves as the National Co-Chair of Leaders Forum, a bi-

partisan Asian American network of business executives and influential

thought leaders launched in the White House in 2014. He is also one of

fifteen business leaders selected from across the United States to

serve on the Millennial Debt Commission in DC. In Chicago, he also

serves on the board of the Chinese Mutual Aid Association, recently

granted $3 million dollars by the State of Illinois to build the first

of its kind, Pan-Asian Center. Joe in his personal life is also a

professional boxer, who competed in the 2008 Chinese Olympic Trials,

and was a former World Amateur Thai Boxing Champion.
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Billy founded Skyline Beauty Supply in 1987, one of the first nail suppliers in

the U.S. In 1998, the Ngo family launched a line of salon furniture and

pedicure chairs, and it grew to become its own company, Whale Spa Furniture.

Five years ago, Johnny executed the brand’s strategic vision to set a new

worldwide standard for the luxury nail spa market with a vision toward industry

growth and an emphasis on overall health, wellness and safety.

 

Both Whale Spa and Skyline fell victim to the Great Recession that started in

2008. Both of the family’s businesses were a mere month away from declaring

bankruptcy in 2011. But thanks to Johnny and his parent’s sacrifice and hard

work, the company not only weathered devastating conditions of zero revenues

during those troubling times, but it is now thriving with annual revenues of

$26 million, growing at a jaw-dropping 25 percent each year.

 

The company proudly consists of 70 employees. Whale Spa has more than 50

distributors and 15 showrooms nationwide while Skyline Beauty Supply

distributes more than 70 different beauty brands nationwide to more than 100

dealers. Skyline Beauty Supply has four locations in Southern California. The

graduate of the University of Southern California continues to help transform

the beauty industry with incomparable attention to luxury standards.

 

Johnny joined four other professionals in Orange County as co-founders of

Nailing It For America. The all-volunteer campaign’s rapid-fire response to

COVID-19 netted more than 1.2 million PPE items and 52,000 restaurant meals to

healthcare workers and others battling the pandemic in nearly every state. The

market value of the donated items is worth $30 million.

 

Johnny lives with his wife, Mychi Vo Ngo, in Huntington Beach, Calif.

Johnny Ngo is the president of Whale Spa Salon
Furniture and Skyline Beauty Supplies, one the
nation’s premier suppliers for the world’s rapidly
expanding beauty industry.
 
Johnny and his family business have been
significantly involved in shaping and helping
transform the nail-care industry. The family business
started with his father, Billy Chen Ngo, distributing
nail supplies out of the back of his van, while his
mother, Julie Ngo, worked as a nail technician.

Johnny Ngo
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Mr. Rambhajan has extensive experience in the
commercial construction industry. Celebrating
over 25 years in business, he is sole owner and
President of Industria Construction Services, a
corporation providing General Construction and
professional Construction Management Services.

David M. Rambhajan

Mr. Rambhajan and his firm have consulted on many municipal and private

projects. Past and current projects include work for the US Army Corps of

Engineers, Department of the Navy, General Service Administration, Port

Authority of New York and New Jersey, Federal Bureau of Prisons,

Department of Veteran Affairs, O’Hare and Midway International Airports.

His firm is a graduate of the SBA 8a Small Business Development Program

and participates in various small and veteran‐owned business programs.
 

He believes successful construction projects do not simply happen; they

are made to happen. His firm drives projects through completion with

proper planning, communication, hard work andfollow‐through. He also

believes it is important to partner with clients ‐ working as a team to
deliver each project.

 

He has often been called on to consult on surety and construction claims.

His firm was contracted to provide Project Management training to small

contractors on the 7 Billion Dollar City Center for MGM Mirage, Perini

Builders in Las Vegas.

 

Mr. Rambhajan obtained his Bachelor of Science degree from the University

of Illinois, a Certificate in Project Management from DePaul University

and is a Graduate of the Kellogg Management Institute, Kellogg School of

Management, Northwestern University. He has also completed programs in

Project Management at the Graham School of Business, University of

Chicago; Construction Management at the Management Institute, University

of Wisconsin School of Business, and Construction Quality Management with

the Army Corps of Engineers.


